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· Marital Stats: 
· There were approximately 2,230,000 marriages in 2005 -- down from 2,279,000 the previous year, despite a total population increase of 2.9 million over the same period.

· The divorce rate in 2005 (per 1,000 people) was 3.6 -- the lowest rate since 1970, and down from 4.2 in 2000 and from 4.7 in 1990. (The peak was at 5.3 in 1981, according to the Associated Press.)

· The marriage rate in 2005 (per 1,000) was 7.5, down from 7.8 the previous year.

· In 2004, the state with the highest reported divorce rate was Nevada, at 6.4 (per 1,000). Arkansas was a close second, with a divorce rate of 6.3, followed by Wyoming at 5.3. The District of Columbia had the lowest reported divorce rate, at 1.7, followed by Massachusetts at 2.2 and Pennsylvania at 2.5. (Figures were not complete for California, Georgia, Hawaii, Indiana, Louisiana, or Oklahoma.)

· 8.1% of coupled households consist of unmarried heterosexual partners, according to The State of Our Unions 2005, a report issued by the National Marriage Project at Rutgers University. The same study said that only 63% of American children grow up with both biological parents -- the lowest figure in the Western world.

· As of 2003, 43.7% of custodial mothers and 56.2% of custodial fathers were either separated or divorced. And in 2002, 7.8 million Americans paid about $40 billion in child and/or spousal support (84% of the payers were male).

· Americans tend to get married more between June and October than during the rest of the year. In 2005, August had the most marriages at about 235,000 or a rate of 9.3 per 1,000 people. The previous year, July was the highest month at 246,000, or a rate of 9.9; this doubled the lowest month in 2004, January.
· Many couples, who are planning to get married, often go in for premarital counseling. Premarital counseling helps people in relationships, to handle themselves better and to avoid any kind of misunderstandings that may arise, after they start living together post marriage. Although, a lot of couple these days opt for premarital counseling, still, there are many who are confused and do not exactly know, what is premarital counseling? What kind of questions for premarital counseling, will be asked by the counselor? Will they be too personal? Will they be embarrassing?, etc. If you too find yourself in such a situation, and are wondering about the premarital counseling questions, then here is list derived from premarital counseling questionnaires, which most counselors follow. Read more on pre-marriage counseling.
· RIC encourages all couples to attend premarital counseling/coaching sessions if possible. However, if you will not be receiving premarital counseling then please read the following questions and answer them with your fiancé. You will be surprised how much you learn about each other and your relationship from answering these simple questions. Have fun; be honest and follow-up with counseling, if necessary.  
Note: Please answer the following questions that apply to you, if not just put a N/A under the question.

· Relationship 
· • Do you love and trust your fiancé?

· • How will you make decisions once you are married?

· • How would you handle/settle an argument?
·  
· • What do you do if you cannot agree?

· • Is it hard to say please, thank you and I'm sorry? 
· • When you are ill, how much sympathy and attention do you desire?

· • How would you handle end-of-life decisions and life insurance? 
· • How will you relate to in-laws, opposite-sex friends, ex-spouse or children from previous relationships after you are married? 
· • Do you believe your fiancé will be faithful? 
· • Can you see yourselves growing old together? 
· • Is your fiancé an honest and truthful person? 
· • How do you show each other affection? 
· • Is your fiancé kind, gentle and understanding of children, co-workers and family?
·  
· Finances 
· • Who will be the primary financial provider in the family?  
· • Do you support your fiancé’s career? 
• How will you decide on what major purchases to make? 
· • Who will pay the bills and keep the checkbook? 
· • What is your philosophy of giving to your church or other charitable organizations? 
· • What are your thoughts about the use of credit cards? 
· • If either you or your spouse lost your job, what budget items would you cut? 
· • Will you have joint savings and checking accounts? 
· • Have you created a family budget? 
· • What percentage of your income will go toward home, car, groceries, utilities etc?

· Home 

· • Where do you want to live and in what setting would you want to live (city, suburb, small town, rural, plains, mountains, desert, coastal, etc.) 
· • What do you expect your marriage and standard of living to be like after five years? 
· • How soon after you are married do you expect to have your home reasonably furnished? 
· • Will you do your own home maintenance? 
· • Who will do the landscaping?

· Housekeeping 

• Who will prepare each meal and what types of food will you eat? 
• How often will you eat out? 
• Who will do the laundry and ironing? 
• Who will go purchase groceries? 
• Who will make sure general automobile maintenance is done? 
• Who will do general household cleaning and bed making? 
• Who will wash and dry the dishes? 
• Do you want a pet in the home? If so, what type?

Children and Parenting 

• What is your attitude towards children?  
• When will you begin having children and how many? 
• What would you do if you cannot conceive children of your own? 
• What is your view on abortion and birth control? 
• Who will be the primary caregiver of your children? 
• How will you discipline them? 
• Who will be the primary disciplinarian? 
• Will your children do chores? 
• Will they receive an allowance and how much? 
• How will you deal with children from a previous marriage? 
• How will you deal with issues at their school?

Social Activities/Church 
• Do you share the same beliefs? 
• Will you attend the same house of worship? 
• What will you teach your children regarding your faith? 
• What hobbies or recreational activities will you pursue individually, together and how often? 
• How will your personal friendships (his/her friends) change after marriage?

• How do you feel about alcoholic beverages, smoking and guns in your home? 
• Where will you spend the holidays, birthdays and anniversaries?

• Will you both have certain times to spend with your own friends?

• Will you be joining any social clubs?  
· Red Flags (How would you react to each)
· • Your fiancé seems to be irrationally jealous of friends, family or past relationships. 
· • Your fiancé is prone to extreme emotional outbursts and mood swings. 
· • Your fiancé displays controlling/smothering behavior. 
· • Your fiancé is unable to hold a job. 
· • Your fiancé is unable to resolve conflict. 
· • Your fiancé exhibits dishonesty. 
· • Your fiancé does not treat you with respect. 
· • Your fiancé is overly dependent on others for money. 
· • Your fiancé exhibits patterns of physical, emotional or sexual abuse towards you or others. 
· • Your fiancé displays signs of drug/alcohol abuse.

· Note: If any of these signs exist, you should schedule a time to talk with a minister or counselor immediately.

